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ADb stract

The coming of the Greeks.in to the Ancieat lear

N

East?‘as a result of Alexandef’s Conquest in 332 B,C
liarks the entrance in to the #trea of a new ¢igltural
YA O,
phenomena§ The transforkion of Greater Syria which took
rlace around the end of the féurth centddry B.C was not
limited to political social and ecconomic changes , but
it included its urban forms as well .

Cities bdilt or rebuilt‘in this gegion during the
Hellenistic and Roman times woge organized in whole or
in part responding to the patterns developed since the
sixth centdry B!C in the Greek world and the Mediterranean
Sasin, where by the fourth century B,C? regqulag planning
was fecognized as a newAfashion in the Hellenistic woyld.

city arrangements in Greatér Syria during the
Hellenistic and Roman pepiods was based on local and new

conceptses The pat terns of these cities integrate comple:

functional interreclationships of inherited local concepts
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-

énd imposed foriegn ones o There schemes ‘are baSed;jg
on a distinction between major and mjinor streetsv;
This reflects a succeésful combination 6f‘the axial
aspect which has an oriental legacy, and thé sixth .
centHry grid system of geometrically arranged blocks,
The schemes reveal a tendefley towards emphasizing a
relationship between the principal streets and the

maln city gates , They a1SQ'  present the concept of

anuclious or a focus, particularly, by . emphasizing

aven&k@s lead 'ing to religious structures, such

tendencies do reflect local oriental traditions,

This study ie an attempt to present a clear
picture of city arrangements in Jordan during the
Hellenistic and Roman times as is evident in the_plan
of the city of classical Gerasa, modern Jerashe
There fore our study is divided into two partsj the
first part is about the éatterns~of cities in the Ancient

world before the sixth centhry B.C, and the fashionable

_regular patterns which were practiced after thekixth

centry B, C
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.in the fellenistic and Roman worldse. The second
poet ;§ on the urban devclopment of the fity of
Jerash as derived from the new information as a
result of the last cxcavatiqns at the site dufing
the yeare 1970, 1976 and 1978. The new cvidence
offers an oppOrtainfy for a re~evaluation o€ some

maintained conclusions on the plan of the city.
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ARFP .o Town and country planning teoxt books
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